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2012 Board of Directors (Proposed Slate)

The Central Ohio PRSA Nominating Committee is pleased to offer the following slate of candidates for 2012 chapter leadership. Biographical information is also provided for each person listed below. Please indicate a “yes” vote with a check mark or offer a “write-in” candidate in the space provided.

Officers (One-year terms)


President


Kristin Mack Deuber, APR 

Elected 2010


Past President


Todd Bailey



Elected 2009


President-elect


Kerry Francis, APR


__________


VP Planning & Procedures
Beth Watkins



__________


VP Membership


Dan Steinberg, APR


__________


Treasurer


Karen Bailey



__________


Secretary


Amy Peach, APR
   


__________



Ethics Officer


M.J. Clark, APR



__________ 
Board of Directors


Terms expiring in 2013:

Kelli Nowinsky



__________






Lora Deeds



__________






Michele Bretscher, APR


__________






Dace de la Foret      


__________






Write in: ____________________________

      Terms expiring in 2012:

Lindsey Grant



Elected 2010






Sandy Spieker



Elected 2010






John Palmer



​Elected 2010
Assembly Delegates (Three-year terms)


Term expiring in 2014:
  

Kara Allison, APR


___________
Term expiring in 2012:   


Natalie Kompa, APR


 Elected 2009
Term expiring in 2012:   


Susan Merryman, APR 
            
         Appointed 2010 
Standing one-year appointment 
   (Chapter President)


Kristin Mack Deuber, APR 


Please e-mail (or print and mail) the completed ballot by November 10, 2011 to:

Kristin Mack Deuber, APR 
Public Relations & Marketing Consultant

Kristin Mack Deuber, LLC

85 Fallis Road

Columbus, OH  43214 

E-mail: kristindeuber@gmail.com

Kristin Mack Deuber, APR, President, is a public relations and marketing consultant with expertise in strategy development, media relations, thought leadership programs, crisis communications, executive communications, social media programs and community relations. Kristin is an active member of the Central Ohio PRSA chapter having served as treasurer (2010), vice president of membership (2009), as well as a board member (2008 and 2007). She has also been on several chapter committees including chairing the APR committee for three years. An active member of the community, Kristin is on the board of trustees for the Central Ohio Diabetes Association. She also provides communications support to the Women’s Fund of Central Ohio and is a member of the Healthcare Businesswomen’s Association. 
Todd Bailey, Past President, is vice president, state government relations manager with Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. There he leads the company’s legislative advocacy and public policy efforts in Michigan, Pennsylvania, Indiana and West Virginia. He has been active within the chapter, having served as president (2011); president-elect (2010); vice president, Planning and Procedures (2009); and vice president, Membership (2008), as well as a board member in 2005 and 2007. He has served on numerous chapter committees and co-chaired the membership committee for two years. In 2007, he was honored with the PRSA Central Ohio’s Walt Seifert Award. He’s a member of Champions for PRSSA and a professional adviser to the Ohio Northern University PRSSA chapter. Outside of PRSA, he also serves on the board of directors of Canine Companions for Independence – North Central Region, a non-profit that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs.
Kerry Francis, APR, President Elect, is a communications director at The Ohio State University. In her role, she provides oversight, coordination, editorial content, and web development and management for communications around Excellence to Eminence, Ohio State’s cultural transformation initiative. Prior to joining Ohio State, Kerry worked at J.P. Morgan, Nationwide, and Alliance Data Systems. She has been active within the Central Ohio PRSA chapter for more than 15 years, having served as vice president, Planning and Procedures; secretary; and board member at large. In addition, she has chaired the Liaison and Professional Development committees, and serves as a professional adviser to the Ohio State chapter of PRSSA. 
Beth Watkins, Vice President, Planning and Procedures, is communications manager for Mount Carmel Health System, where she is responsible for internal communication for the Mount Carmel East campus, Mount Carmel New Albany Surgical Hospital and various corporate departments.  She has been an active member of PRSA Central Ohio for 18 years and has served on the Board for four years, including as liaison to Programs Committee (2008); liaison to Professional Development Committee (2009); vice president, Membership (2010); and treasurer (2011). Previously, she served as the chair of the Development Committee (1999) and as a member of the East Central District Conference Committee (1996), which planned and hosted a professional development conference at the Columbus Convention Center for all the chapters in the district.  Outside of PRSA, she serves as a board member for the Reynoldsburg Visitors and Community Activities Bureau.  
Dan Steinberg, APR, Vice President, Membership, has spent the past 23 years in public relations, either as a PR practitioner, university instructor or both simultaneously. Steinberg first began teaching at the University of Oregon in 1990, taught strategic communication courses at The Ohio State University for eight years and public relations courses at Otterbein University for the past three years. Previously, he managed communications for an Oregon medical center, public school district and integrated communications agency. He has helped hundreds of students earn top internships and jobs throughout the United States and continues his full-time teaching at Otterbein while serving private PR and marketing clients. A former president of the Greater Oregon PRSA Chapter, and national PRSA faculty adviser of the year, Dan has been involved with PRSSA and PRSA for the past 18 consecutive years.
Karen Bailey, Treasurer, is associate vice president at Fahlgren Mortine Public Relations, where she leads the company’s media relations practice. She was elected to the board in 2008, and served most recently as vice president, Membership. Before joining the board, she served in several committee leadership positions within PRSA Central Ohio. She was co-chair of the PRism Committee in 2007 and 2008, and previously served as co-chair of the Liaison and Development committees. She is a graduate of Ohio Northern University and currently serves as a professional adviser to the university's PRSSA chapter. Karen also is a member of Champions for PRSSA. 
Amy Peach, APR, Secretary, has been an active member in PRSSA and PRSA through various chapters for more than 25 years. For Central Ohio chapter, she was appointed to fill a vacant director position in early summer 2010. Currently, Amy is serving a term as a PRSA assembly delegate and for several years has been a co-chair of the Masters Committee. Amy is a communications director for Limited Brands supporting Bath and Body Works, where she is responsible for internal communications with the home office team. She lives in Grandview with her husband and spends time playing tennis, traveling and visiting new restaurants.  

M.J. Clark, APR, Ethics Officer, is president of M.J. Clark Communications, a public relations, marketing and advertising consultancy. She is also a leadership consultant to Integrated Leadership Systems, where she engages in executive coaching and workplace training, including ethics training. She has been active within the chapter for many years, serving in various committee roles and board positions, including president in 1995. She has received the PRSA Central Ohio’s Walt Seifert Award and the Tom Poling Practitioner of the Year Award, is a member of Champions for PRSSA, and is a professional adviser to Ohio University PRSSA's student-run firm, ImPRessions.

Directors

Michelle Bretscher, APR, Director (term expiring 2013), oversees marketing and communications strategies for the Columbus Chamber. With experience in corporate, agency, government and non-profit organizations, Bretscher’s areas of expertise include business-to-business marketing, media relations, social media, event promotions, employee communications, public affairs and strategic planning. Before joining the Chamber, Bretscher managed corporate communications for an international software company. An accredited member, she has served as co-chair of the Masters Committee. In addition, she is a graduate of the Leadership Columbus Class of 2011. Bretscher received a Bachelor of Arts degree from The Ohio State University. She lives in Gahanna with her family and is passionate about Guatemala, having participated in a mission trip to a remote Mayan village in 2007. 
Lora Deeds, Director (term expiring 2013), recently joined Veeam, as America’s public relations manager. In this position she will develop and execute communications plans for virtualization management solutions. She will manage all aspects of external communication including two outside PR agencies. Prior to joining Veeam, Lora spent six and one-half years at Quest Software as senior analyst and public relations specialist for more than 40 products. She has been a member of the board of directors (2010-2011), programs committee co-chair (2009), and editor of Tabletalk (2005-2010). As a member of the board in 2011, she worked with the Website committee and Oxiem to launch the new website in August. Outside of work and PRSA, Lora is a member of Columbus Young Professionals, enjoys playing volleyball, cheering on the Buckeyes and spoiling her nephew! 
Dace de la Foret, Director (term expiring 2013), is assistant vice president and director of public relations for Paul Werth Associates. There he develops, manages and implements public relations and marketing communications programs for clients ranging from non-profit organizations to Fortune 500 companies. He also serves as crisis communications counsel and as national spokesperson for a variety of clients. He has been active in the chapter, currently serving as chair of the PR Committee for Central Ohio PRSA (2011) and co-chair of the PR Committee (2010). He is a graduate of Miami University, where he earned his bachelor’s degree in mass communications. Outside of PRSA, he serves as chair of the Professional Development Committee for the Young Professionals of Columbus (YPC), a non-profit organization dedicated to creating personal, professional and community development opportunities for young professionals in Columbus.
Lindsey Grant, Director (term expiring 2012), is an online business analyst for Webbed Marketing, a division of Fathom Online Marketing, where she specializes in online marketing research and strategy. She has been an active member of PRSA Central Ohio for more than five years, previously serving as co-chair of the PR Flash and Public Relations committees. Lindsey is a graduate of the YWCA Gen Y Leadership project and also serves as a board member for the Dublin Foundation. 


Kelli Nowinsky, Director (term expiring 2013), has more than 17 years experience in public relations, corporate communications, social media and broadcast journalism. She currently develops social media strategy for Nationwide Children’s Hospital.  Before her move to Nationwide Children’s she spent six years at COSI as the Public Relations & Social Media manager.  Prior to joining COSI, Kelli worked in the field of television news.  She is a frequent presenter about social media and a current board member of the Central Ohio PRSA.  A graduate of the University of Missouri in St. Louis, Kelli holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications. 

John Palmer, Director (term expiring 2012), serves as the media & marketing communications manager at Ohio Dominican University.  Prior to joining Ohio Dominican in January 2008, John was the public relations manager for the Central Ohio Transit Authority for nearly four years where he led the Authority's public relations efforts including media relations, internal communications, graphic design, and marketing communications. He has been a PRSA member since 2002. John served a two-year term as chair of the Chapter’s Development Committee and has served more than seven years with the Liaison Committee. He is a professional adviser to the PRSSA Chapters at Ohio Dominican University and Capital University.  At the PRSA 2010 PRism Award Ceremony, John received the Walt Seiffert Award for Outstanding Service to PRSSA for his volunteer work with the local PRSSA chapters in Central Ohio. 

Sandy Spieker, CAE, Director (term expiring 2012), is senior manager, communications at The Ohio Society of Certified Public Accountants, an organization she has been with since 2000. She is responsible for the organization’s monthly print publication, website content and electronic publications. She earned her designation as a Certified Association Executive from the American Society of Association Executives this past spring. She joined the Membership Committee in 2006, chairing it from 2008-2009. She is a graduate of Otterbein University and a professional adviser to the university’s PRSSA chapter.  
Assembly Delegates

Kristin Mack Deuber, APR, (standing appointment): effective 2012 one of four delegate positions will be filled by the current President, as per National’s guidance to chapters.
Kara A. Allison, APR, Assembly Delegate (term expiring 2014), is director of Communications and Marketing and director of Government and Community Relations for Hull & Associates, Inc., an environmental consulting and project development firm based in Dublin. Kara has served at both the local and national levels of PRSA since becoming a member in 2003. Locally, Kara is currently the Central Ohio Chapter APR chair and a professional adviser to the Marietta College PRSSA chapter. She served on the Board of Directors (2006-2010) as secretary and vice president, Planning and Procedures, and was a member of the programs committee. Nationally, Kara is currently the secretary/treasurer of the Public Affairs and Government Section. She served previously as chair and secretary/treasurer of the Environmental Section (2005-2010), has served as a five-time delegate at PRSA Assembly, has served twice on the National Board of Directors Nominating Committee, and was a member of the National Capitol Committee initiative.
Natalie Kompa, APR, MBA, Assembly Delegate (term expiring 2012), is an assistant professor of Public Relations at Ohio Dominican University. At ODU, she teachers the core Public Relations course, coordinates the PR major and advises the ODU chapter of PRSSA.  Kompa has enjoyed an exciting career in Public Relations, serving companies in executive PR management roles. She’s served as a manager for a Fortune 100 manufacturing company and as Vice President of Public Relations for a major bank holding company. Kompa formed her own consulting business in 1997, working with mid-to-large size companies on enhancing their visibility and creatively maximizing relationships with key publics.  Kompa is often asked to speak on PR effectiveness and the future of Public Relations and the Internet.  She’s previously served on the Central Ohio PRSA Board of Directors and as a Professional Adviser to OSU’s PRSSA chapter. 
Susan Merryman APR, Assembly Delegate (term expiring 2012), is vice president, marketing and communications for the Columbus Chamber where she contributes to international economic development initiatives and supports the 2,000-member business organization. Merryman has been active with the chapter for a number of years having served as President (2002), President-elect (2001), Treasurer (2000), and a member of the board from 1999 – 2003. She is a professional adviser for the Otterbein University PRSSA chamber and was recognized with the Tom Poling Practitioner of the Year in 2004. Merryman earned a B.A. in public relations from Otterbein University, an MBA from the University of Dayton, and is accredited in public relations (APR).  She is active on a number of community boards. 

